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1. Suwmary. As public and private discussion of a possible
coup cilreulate with increasing frequency, Embdssy is'getting
“indications that the Church hierarchy ig making plans to
define its position vis.a~-vis the country's problems. End
Summaxry .

2. At rvecent dinner at Egyptian BEmbassy the Ttalian Ambassador
vrodded the Papal Nuncio for his personal analysis of the
Chureh's mesitimdn position regarding a possible golpe.
Thouéh at first hesitant to givé his response, the Nuncio
after prodding told the Italian Ambassador that he personally
ves against a golpe and favored a civilian solution. While

he did not claim to speak for the local hierarchy, the Nuncio

left the Ttalian Ambassador with the impression that many
loeal churchmen harbored seriocus regservoations about a golpe.

to Ambassador Hill
This conversation with the FNuncio was communicated/by the
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Italian Ambagsador, fpxfirchasxadmexlility who evaluated it as
being sign that Church would flatly oppose a military coup.
3. On February 19, hewsyexy Ambassador Hill and three
Emboffs discussed Church role in current crisis with

Carlos Tloria, political analyst with good ties to the

hierarchy., Floria stated that the Church is presently

pubting together an episcopal document they plan o make
public in mid March., The decument, which will be highly
critical of the present Argentine situation, is being
drafted in such a way that the criticisms it mak s will‘b;
valid whether or not the present governméht remains.ﬁl
power, I & golpe occurs, this document could be used by
the Church as defining its expectations for the béhaviér of
a military government. Dilemma for Church as an institution
is that while 1t sees present government as having a
corrosive impact on morals of all Argentines, it wants %o
state ite distaste in such a way as to not be conéidered
anti-Peronist. Problem is particularly acute with reference
to labor unions, wvhose leaders the Church sees as immoral,
corrupt and degenerate figures vho are undermining the
spiritual and moral values of the working class., Church
hepes that in its document it will be able to disbinguish
between its abhorrence of corrupt leaders kz and its concern
Tor the well being of the Argentine workers.

L . With reference to Nuncio's statement and Church skhikx
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attitude toward a golpe, Floria, who recently had long talk
with Nuncio, believes Nuncio views conditioned by his lack

of experience with npk political systems in which golpes

occur. Not able to foresee the consequences of' the golpe,

"he has thus taken a position in_o?position to a xX military
coup. This, however, according to Floria, is not the position
of the Argentine hierarchy who, while concerned aboul some of
the consequences a golpe might bfing, are more concerned that

the pregsent govermment, if allowed to remain on its present

course, will completely corrupt the Argentine society. To

forestall what the Church mays sees as notentisl excesses of

a military government, its "white paper' will affirm the

posificn that the role of government in a Christian societby
It is the Church's hope
is to protect the weak./ MREEEE that the military will
that
understand/ﬁkxk; they should temper their actions against their

opponents vhen it mmwsiwsw involves workers per se who bear no
responsibility for the excessges of the wnion leadership,
-

5. Comment: The fact that Church hieraichy now seriously

congidering its position both with regard to present govern-

ment and future potential military governmeni{ is indication

of Chuwrch's evaluation of gravity of this phase of crisis.
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